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From 1 January 2019, beach vehicle permit fees 
will change at the Aboriginal-owned Worimi 
Conservation Lands, north of Newcastle.   
This is the first time in over ten years that the vehicle entry 
fee has changed, aligning the fees with nearby beach 
driving reserves. 

The fee changes will enable the Worimi Conservation 
Lands Board of Management to continue to provide safe 
and sustainable visitor access to the Worimi Conservation 
Lands.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the Worimi Conservation Lands?
The Worimi Conservation Lands (WCL) is a 4200-hectare 
Aboriginal-owned park, north of Newcastle.  

The park was established in 2007 after crown land at 
Stockton Bight was handed back to the local Worimi 
Aboriginal Owners, in a landmark comanagement 
agreement.   

The park protects an extraordinary number and diversity 
of cultural sites that provide Worimi owners with important 
information about their relationship and special connection 
with their land.  

The park provides access to Stockton Beach and dunes, 
one of the largest coastal dune driving areas in NSW, and 
contributes significantly to the local Port Stephens visitor 
economy. 

Who manages the WCL?
The WCL Board of Management (the Board) are 
responsible for the direction, care and control of the park 
on behalf of the Aboriginal Owners, in partnership with the 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Beach Vehicle 
Permits

Important changes to 

Why do you need a Beach Vehicle Permit (BVP)?  
A Worimi Conservation Lands BVP is required for four-
wheel drive and recreational vehicle access to Stockton 
Beach in the WCL.

The permits provide access to over 22.5 kilometres of 
beach and 350 hectares of dune driving, in one of the 
largest coastal dune driving areas in NSW. 

Why do the  BVP fees need to change?
The Board carefully considered a number of factors in 
determining the fee change, including that:   

• BVP fees have not changed for over ten years, since 
the WCL was established in 2007. 

• The cost of operating the BVP system has 
increased significantly over this time and is higher 
than the current revenue from the permits. 

• The Board has spent over $2 million upgrading the 
4WD entrances and improving access to the park. 

• The current BVP fee is significantly lower than 
vehicle entry fees at nearby beach driving reserves. 

What will the fee change do? 
The fee change will help fund increasing park 
maintenance costs, and future visitor facility 
improvements.

It will bring the BVP fee in line with nearby beach driving 
areas, such as the Belmont Wetlands State Park permit 
to access Nine Mile Beach.

Importantly, the fee change will enable the Board to 
continue to provide safe and sustainable visitor access 
at the park, in line with the WCL Plan of Management. 
Visit worimiconservationlands.com to view the plan.



Will the fees change again?
The Board will determine any future fee changes in line 
with CPI increases.

How will the fee change be managed?
Visitor Service Assistants and Rangers will continue 
to patrol the park to provide information to visitors and 
ensure all vehicles have valid permit. Fines apply for 
vehicles not displaying a valid BVP or breaching permit 
conditions. 

Where can you buy a BVP? 
Permits are available from the following outlets, seven 
days a week:

• 24 hour Metro Service Station (Williamtown) Corner 
Nelson Bay Road & Lavis Lane.

• 24 hour BP Service Station (Salt Ash) Corner 
Richardson & Nelson Bay Road.

• BP Service Station (Anna Bay) 135 Gan Gan Road.

• Tackle Power (Mayfield West) Shop 2/15 Murray 
Dwyer Circuit.

• Out of Town 4WD (Barnsley) 65 Northville Drive.

• ARB (Lambton) 89 Griffiths Road.

• Port Stephens Visitor Centre (Nelson Bay) 60 
Victoria Parade.

• NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service (Nelson Bay) 
12B Teramby Road (during business hours).

Photo: Gan Gan 4WD entry. The Board has invested over $2 million 
improving 4WD access at the WCL. (OEH/Brent Mail).

What are the fees changing to?
From 1 January 2019, people can buy an annual BVP 
for $88, which is less than 25 cents a day for year-round 
beach driving. A 3-day permit for shorter visits, and a 
discounted pensioner permit is also available.

Entry is free for pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists.

A range of BVP options are available, enabling people to 
choose a permit that best suits their needs.  

Choose a permit that best suits your needs:

• 3-day permit   $33   

• Annual permit  $88  

• Annual Pensioner permit  $44

• Annual RVA permit  $88
      (for conditionally registered quads & motorbikes)

• Replacement permit $20

Are permits already purchased still valid after            
1 January 2019?
Yes. All BVP are valid until their date of expiry.

Can permits from other areas be used at WCL?
Vehicles must display a valid WCL beach vehicle permit 
to enter the park. NSW National Parks Passes do not 
apply at the WCL.

Why are the fees changing so much - why not 
stagger the increase? 
The fee increase was initially considered in 2015 to 
align with nearby beach driving areas and help manage 
visitation. The Board has taken time to carefully consider 
the BVP change, and needs to bring the fees up to date 
with CPI increases, to ensure long-term sustainable 
management of the park.     

What will the revenue be used for?
Revenue from fees will continue to be reinvested back 
into the park and will help fund increasing maintenance 
costs and future visitor facility improvements.

A partnership between the Worimi Conservation Lands 
and the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Photo: Staff patrol the park regularly to provide assistance to visitors 
and carry out law enforcement. (OEH).

For more information visit  
worimiconservationlands.com 


